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31 October 2016 
 

Dear Roseanna, 
 
PE1601: European beavers in Scotland 
 
The above petition, from Andy Myles, was recently referred to the Committee. 
It calls on the Scottish Government to make an urgent decision about the 
legal status of the two populations of European beavers in Scotland, and to 
extend the full protection of law to the species. As you will recall, when you 
attended the Committee in June you indicated that a decision on the 
reintroduction of beavers would be made by the end of 2016.  
 
In considering the petition at its meeting on 25 October, the Committee 
agreed to write to you to seek a further update on when the decision on the 
legal status of the two populations of European beavers might be made. This 
decision is clearly of significant interest of many stakeholders across the 
country. 
 
The Committee also wishes to know what work is being undertaken by the 
Scottish Government in advance of the decision. Specifically:  
 

 What work is being done to introduce a management regime for 
beavers? 

 What advice and support will be given to farmers following the decision 
– whether that is to reintroduce beavers or not? 

 What are the implications of a decision not to allow the reintroduction of 
beavers with regard to both animal welfare and the impact on 
Scotland’s wider environment? 

 
Finally, it would be helpful if you could clarify what, if any, legislative 
mechanism might be required to change the legal status of beavers. For 
example, would it require secondary legislation and if so, which procedure 
would be used and what would be the anticipated timescales? 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10483
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10586


 
In relation to when the Committee would like a response to these questions, it 
is customary to allow four weeks for you to reply. In this case that would be 
Monday 28 November. However, given you will be making a decision by the 
end of the year, an earlier response would be very welcome. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  


